r    CHAPTER   IV
THE FREEDOM OF THE CHURCH
I.   CHURCH   AND   STATE  AT  THE   RESTORATION
the essential question of the Restoration period was, as we
have seen, exactly what had been " restored " in 1814—to
what previous hour in French history was it being attempted
to put back the hands of the clock ? Having studied answers
given concerning the power of the Crown and its relation to
Parliament, we must now survey the answers given concerning
the other pillar of the ancien regime^ the Church.
It is scarcely necessary to remind our readers of the position
of the Church in the pre-revolutionary days. She enjoyed
everything that a would-be successful institution could ask
for: she had an absolute monopoly of religious teaching
—if Protestantism was no longer actively persecuted after
17503 the toleration it enjoyed was not guaranteed and its
churches had no legal existence, while philosophical atheism
found a minimum of outward conformity desirable. She was
extremely wealthy, owning about a quarter of the soil of France
and a large fortune in movable property, and the seventeenth-
century struggles about Royal versus Papal supremacy had
respited in a compromise that gave her a considerable
measure of freedom from both King and Pope. Add to this
religious supremacy the exercise of another virtual monopoly,
that of national education, and it will be realized that the
Church enjoyed establishment in its most comfortable form.
This imposing edifice had, however, been steadily under-
mined for many years. The growth of philosophical atheism
in the eighteenth century, to which it is usual to attribute the
weakness of the Church which the crisis revealed, was as much
its effect as its cause. If atheism grew, it was because the Church
had lost her hold on educated minds: partly no doubt by her
refusal to face the issues which the development of historical
and scientific criticism were raising, but far more by her
political and social record. The revocation of the Edict of
Nantes and the subsequent persecution of Protestants deeply
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